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Grace Presbyterian Church                     April 17, 2022 

Acts 10: 34-43, 1 Cor. 15: 12-26, Luke 24:1-12           Easter Sunday 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

“Believing in Jesus’ Historic Resurrection” 

 

I often have begun the Easter services with an egg or a chocolate to connect 

with the physical celebration of this cultural holiday. I use the egg to talk 

about our expectations, healthy, whole and broken. I use that egg or that 

chocolate to visually see the brokenness we experience of our expectations 

of God, of life, of our spouse, our children, our families, our neighbours, our 

coworkers, and ourselves. This life didn’t turn out the way I expected it. 

Perhaps you have experienced the same thing. 

 

And then you put yourselves in the shoes of the first followers of Jesus. 

These men and women had dropped what they were doing in their lives and 

followed this itinerant preacher Jesus. Now He had been arrested, tortured to 

death, and put in a tomb. What were they to think? All was lost. They were 

in a daze. They had wagered their whole lives on Jesus. Now he was dead. 

What were they going to do? There was a profound disillusionment. Still, it 

is good to be practical. 

 

Dr. Luke tells us in the first verse of chapter 24 that the women decided to 

go to the tomb and do the appropriate ministry to the dead body of the Lord, 

with spices, something like what the funeral homes do with embalming, but 

not exactly. Suffice it to say it was an appropriate way to respect the dead.  

 

When they got there, they had an incredible surprise. The tomb had had a 

large stone in front of it, and that had been rolled away. The tomb was large 

enough to go inside, so larger than the picture I showed you last year, but 

still likely smaller than the movie representations. The women looked, but 

there was no body. Other gospels and later on in verse 12, Luke tells us the 

grave clothes or cloth bindings were still there, but no body inside them. 

This was truly a mystery to the women. Don’t miss the mysterious moment!  

 

What would you do if you went to the funeral home, and the place in which 

you knew the body had been, was no longer there. Granted, the coffins and 

caskets of today are usually on a wheeled carrier for easier transportation. 

But still you would wonder what happened to the body. It was the same for 

the women. They were asking themselves: “What’s going on here?” And 
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you may ask yourself, “What’s going on here at Grace?” Why do we do this 

Easter thing year after year, and the Church worldwide, decade after decade, 

and century after century. Because this is the greatest news that has ever hit 

the planet. Don’t miss it! There aren’t enough superlatives to put on this 

news item. I know the news uses superlatives, that is, the best, the most 

important, the highest, most critical piece of information you will ever 

hear…but this time it is true. And it is not even human messengers who 

bring it to the women who were trying to honour Jesus. 

 

It was angels. (v. 4, cf. Matt. 28:2-3) Yes, angels exist. They are messengers, 

that’s what the word “angel” means. They are couriers/delivery persons, if 

you will, directly from God. How did the women know they were angels? 

Because they showed up in clothes that appeared like lightning. Now in our 

day and age, we can think of Hollywood lighting and special effects. But 

then, it was persons who looked as bright as lightning, like gods. The 

women bow in fear and respect. 

 

The message is delivered clearly: “Why do you seek the living among the 

dead? He is not here; He has risen!” (v. 5-6) The historic resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead is clearly stated by the messengers. The women believe 

the messengers and pass the message onto the disciples. But more about that 

in a minute. 

 

The angels also said: “Remember how he told you, while he was still with 

you in Galilee: The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 

men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.” (v. 7) Jesus had 

taught this in Luke 9:22, Matthew 16: 21 and Mark 8:31. The women had 

heard Jesus teach this and they did remember it right then. It was a part of 

their believing right now in Jesus. Do you believe in Jesus? That He is the 

one who can establish or reestablish a relationship with God, no matter how 

bad or sinful your life is. Do you want to have the life with Him? Don’t wait 

any longer. Make this Easter Day your resurrection day, your day of new life 

in Jesus, by confessing your sins, turning away from them and giving 

yourself and all you are to Jesus. You have a choice. Make the right one 

today, right now. 

 

Because if you read the rest of the story, you have to wonder what was going 

through the disciples’ minds, those who had followed Jesus these last three 

years before His death. Dr. Luke tells us the women go back to the eleven 

friends of Jesus and tell them the good news of the empty tomb. (v. 9-10) 
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They give them the angelic revelation; the message straight from God that 

Jesus has been raised from the dead! And you know what those eleven 

disciples do? They have a great celebration and party. They worship the 

Lord and are amazed with what God has done, right?  

 

No. Dr. Luke records: “But they did not believe the women, because their 

words seem to them like nonsense.” (v. 11) What?? These were the guys that 

saw the miracles, the water into wine, the healings, the feeding of thousands, 

the calming of a storm, and the resurrections. They knew Jesus had the 

power to overcome anything, and yet here they are depressed and unable to 

receive even the memory of the teaching that the women had received, that 

Jesus himself said he would die and be raised on the third day. 

 

Now what does this tell you? It tells you the apostles were in bad shape. 

They should have known better but they didn’t. So when you think about 

your neighbours and your friends and your coworkers and your family 

members and wonder how they could not believe, remember this passage in 

Luke 24. And pray. Only God can open the eyes, the ears, the hearts of our 

loved ones, and the ones closest to us, literally and figuratively. The apostles 

weren’t believing at this part of the story. There is more to the story, 

thankfully. They do get it. But it takes longer than we might have imagined, 

Dr. Luke reminds us. Be patient with those around you. Give them the 

Easter message, that Jesus has conquered death. That we do not have to be 

afraid of dying. That there is a great reunion coming for all who believe in 

Jesus. These things are true and worth repeating, even if the response is: 

“that just seems like non-sense to me.” Trust in Jesus. Tell others why you 

trust in Jesus. He is alive. Yes, now, He is alive. He is here. And it’s going to 

be okay. 

 

Peter wasn’t satisfied with the women’s report, just like the other apostles. 

But he chose to run to the tomb. He got there as fast he could. He sees the 

linen wrappings with no one inside. He wonders to himself. That verb 

“wondering” is thaumazoo in Greek. It is translated, “marveling, being 

surprised, shock and wondering.” Some see this as Peter marveling at Jesus, 

and believing in him. Others read this clearly as Peter being surprised and 

wondering, just like the other disciples, not having figured out that Jesus has 

indeed raised from the dead. It is a moment where we all take a breath, and 

ask, “What’s going on here?”  
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What do you do in your home for an Easter meal? Do you tell your children 

and grandchildren about the amazing story of Jesus providing a way to God 

by his death and showing the power of God in giving Jesus a new body and 

forever living, being the forerunner, the first one, to show us this life is not 

the end. Jesus and Paul teaches us from 1 Cor. 15 that we must understand 

the resurrection as a critical component of what we believe in as Christians. 

What Jesus did today is tell us anew that we don’t have to fear our deaths, 

rather trust the One who holds our lives and our planet in His hands. Do you 

wonder about your own health? Or the length of your life? Or how long this 

planet will survive its children’s warring tendencies? 

 

Today is the day to simply receive what Jesus is offering you: a new life, a 

life that death cannot take away, a life that begins reversing all the broken 

parts of who we are. Do you want that life? Pray with me as we commit this 

Easter celebration, and our whole lives to the Lord. Let us quiet our hearts 

before God. Let us give ourselves to Jesus. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


